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Dear Members and Friends,   
 

Welcome to the Spring  Edition of the 
Newsletter. 

Although for the first time since joining the 
CTTA I could not attend this year’s CTTA 
Annual Dinner in February and held in 
Tilgate Forest Golf Centre, the comments 
received from those who attended were 
very positive and favourable. Some of the 
photographs taken by Michael James are 
shown on page 2.                     

The CTTA executive committee have 
been working hard in order to prepare, 
organise and finalise all the details for the 
MGV in Crawley between 23rd. to 31st. 
July 2011. I am pleased to inform you that 
almost all the details have been now 
completed and an interesting programme 
agreed. 

This year Dual Committee Meeting 
(DCM) will be held in Dorsten between 
7th to 10th October 2011 

Various modes of transport to Dorsten 
were looked at and at the last committee 
meeting  a decision was reached to use a 
small coach. At the moment it appears 
that there may be some spare seats 
available. Anybody who may be inter-
ested travelling to Dorsten and back, us-
ing the coach, please contact Geoff May 
(01293 885 444). The current estimated 
cost for the journey per person will be 
approximately £100 and is subject to 
availability on first come first served   
basis. 

At Christmas time Geoff and Jacky May 
and committee members received a 
Christmas Greetings and Good wishes for 
the New Year 2011 from our long stand-

ing honorary life member Marie-Odile 
Herve. As Marie- Odile is not very 
well , having spent a few months last 
year in Hospital, and is still suffering, 
may I on behalf of the CTTA commit-
tee, members and friends wish Mary 
Odile a speedy recovery and good 
wishes. We are all thinking of you. 

As reported previously, between 16th-
20th March 2011, Holy Trinity School - 
HTC orchestra and swing band visited  
and successfully played in Dorsten. 
Refer to pages 4 and 5 with articles 
from the Dorsten local press (in Ger-
man).   

 

Peter Klin 

PR Officer and editor of the newsletter 

 

CTTA Annual Dinner 

The CTTA Annual Dinner took place 
on Saturday 26th February 2011 at the 
Tilgate Forest Golf Centre. The meal 
was delicious (Starter followed by 
Roast Chicken or Steak and Mush-
room Pie and finally Lemon Meringue 
Pie or Profiteroles and coffee. Vegete-
rian options were also available), and 
we had the place to ourselves. There 
were 28 people attending and it was 
nice to catch up with everyone again, 
showing others photos etc. We had a 
quiz (courtesy of George Redgrave), 
which as usual had a twist. We also 
had a raffle to raise funds for this year 
MGV which takes place on 23rd to 
31st.July. 

 

By Jacky May 

Happy Easter! 

CTTA Newsletter 
Crawley Town Twinning Association  
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At 7:30am on 16th March 49 pupils from Holy Trinity School, Crawley, together with 4 teachers and 3 members of the 
Crawley TTA left the school for what was to become a very successful visit to Dorsten. The school's orchestra and swing 
band under the baton of their head of music, Jane Sutton, performed 4 times and enjoyed a weekend crammed with ac-
tivities, organised brilliantly by Heinz Gremme, Ulla Kuesters and the members of the Dorsten Partnerstadtverein. 
The Swing Band performed first at a primary school where the children were learning English from day one. It came as a 
surprise to be interviewed in English by 5 year olds. Then we travelled to the Rathaus in Dorsten, where we were re-
ceived by the Burgermeisterin and again the swing band gave a performance. Later in the weekend the Zollverein coal 
mine (Essen) was visited and the pupils were shown all the above ground workings, unfortunately (or fortunately) we 
didn't get a tour under ground. Another interesting visit was paid to the "Phenomina" activity exhibition, where the pupils 
could participate in all kinds of tactile and sensory activities and tests, in some cases giving quite unusual results. We 
had the opportunity to visit the Wasserschloss at Lembeck, where we were met by the Grafin and although the Schloss 
was shut to visitors, she showed the pupils around the castle museum. Two highlights of the trip were the two concerts 
given by both the orchestra and the swing band. The first was at the Gesamtschule in Wulfen-Barkenberg, where we 
were welcomed by the head teacher Johannes Kratz and music teacher Thomas Klemme and played together with a 
wind band from the Gesamtschule. The second concert was at another local school where the orchestra and swing band 
were guests of the Rhade Youth band. The pupils of Holy Trinity School were hosted by the Rhade Band, who were also 
guests of Holy Trinity pupils back in the summer of 2010. 
 
By Stanley Tofield 

        Holy Trinity School’s Orchestra  

and  

Swing Band visit to Dorsten                    
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“Da muss man was draus machen” 
 
 
Barkenberg. Musik verbindet über Sprachen und 
Generationen hinweg: Den Beweis trat am Freita-
gabend im bestens besuchten Gemeinschaftshaus 
die „Night of Friends“ an mit Interpreten der Gesam-
tschule Wulfen, der „Holy Trinity School“ aus Crawley 
und die Band „Chopstixx“. Letztere bewies im Vorjahr 
auch auf der gesperrten Autobahn 40 ihre Qualitäten. 
  

„Das war überhaupt kein Thema“, lobte Gesam-
tschul-Rektor Johannes Kratz den unkomplizierten 
Weg ins GHW. Auch die Zusammenarbeit mit dem 
Freundeskreis Crawley bewährte sich „ganz hervor-
ragend“, stellte dessen Mitglied Heinz Gremme fest. 
Er organisierte die Fahrt von hiesiger Seite. Und: 
Nach seinem Besuch 2010 in der Dorstener Partner-
stadt revanchierte sich das Jugendorchester der 
Schützenkapelle Rhade diesmal als Gastgeber der 
englischen Freunde. 
  

48 Musiker des Schulorchesters der „Holy Trinity 
School“, weitere 22 aus der Swingband, die Bläserk-
lasse 8.6. und „Samba Banana“ der Gesamtschule 
plus Chopstixx gestalteten im GHW ein ebenso ab-
wechslungsreiches wie buntes Programm. Hinzu 
kam am Samstag ein weiteres Musiker-Treffen in der 
Aula der St. Ursula-Realschule. Dort waren dann die Rhader Partner mit an Bord. 
  

Im deutsch-englischen Wechsel hatten die Gruppen die Bühne für sich, um zum großen Finale gemeinsam „Hey Jude“ von 
den Beatles zu spielen. Auf Eintritt verzichteten die Organisatoren übrigens, stattdessen waren Spenden für die Erdbeben- 
und Tsunami-Opfer in Japan erbeten. 
  

„Ein bisschen eingeschlafen“ sei der langjährige Kontakt der Gesamtschule nach Crawley, bedauerte Johannes Kratz. An der 
dortigen Partnerschule fehlte das Interesse; vielleicht eine Folge des negativen Bildes, das manche Medien auf der Insel von 
den Deutschen verbreiten. Umso erfreulicher, dass mit „Holy Trinity“ über die Bläserklassen ein Neuanfang gelingen könnte. 
„Das ging sofort“, so Kratz. 
  

Als „Erfolgsgeschichte“ wertete er die fünfjährige Entwicklung der von Thomas Klemme geleiteten Bläserklassen; sieben wer-
den es 2012 sein. 
  

Auch in der Gegenrichtung 
gestaltete sich die Koopera-
tion unkompliziert: Heinz 
Gremmes Frage bei der 
Gesamtschule und 
Schützenkapelle, die Part-
nerschaft zu fördern, bekam 
schnelle Antworten aus 
Barkenberg und Rhade: 
„Das machen wir.“ 
  

Ein volles viertägiges Pro-
gramm erlebten die eng-
lischen Gäste: Besuche in 
Essen, Oberhausen, am 
Schloss Lembeck, bei Bür-
germeister Lambert Lütken-
horst und der Östricher Wilhelm-Lehmbruck-Schule waren Elemente. Dort gehört Englisch zum Unterrichts-Kanon und „der 
Schlagzeuger musste sogar Autogramme schreiben“, freute sich Gremme. „Gut angekommen“ sei bei den Gästen eine 
Führung mit Rainer Diebschlag durch Barkenberg. 
  

Wie es zwischen den Partnern weitergeht ist noch offen. „Es ist ein Riesenaufwand“ sagten Kratz und Gremme zu den Fahrt-
Vorbereitungen. Ihr Wunsch: „Es soll zwischen den Jugendlichen weitergehen“, denn die Partnerschaft braucht neue, junge 
Träger. 
  

„Da muss man was draus machen“ sind sich die beiden mit Blick auf 2013 einig: Dann feiern die Städtepartnerschaft Dorsten 
– Crawley und die Gesamtschule Wulfen beide ihren 40. Geburtstag. 
 
An article from Dorsten Paper - WAZ  
(retyped by Peter Gunther) 
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